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Jay Rosen: 
 
Matt Thompson: Fifteen years ago, my friend Robin Sloan and I created this little 
short film that came to be called EPIC 2014. The anniversary of this little movie 
was one of the occasions that brought me to this podium today, and thank you to 
Rosental and the University of Texas for including me, this is such a special event.  
 
I’ve always described EPIC as a brief history of the media, set ten years in the 
future. And so now it’s the future, so how did we do? 
 
For context, we created the first incarnation of the film in early 2004, right around 
the time a little site called The Facebook opened up to undergrads at Harvard. 
YouTube wouldn’t exist for another 3 years, which meant the version of the movie 
we put online was a Flash movie. It was the first viral thing I ever had a hand in 
making. It was translated into French and German and Polish and Basque and 
Chinese, and mirrored by sites across the world, because that’s how people dealt 
with online video before YouTube came around. 
 
After the little snippet I just showed, EPIC goes on to make a number of 
predictions, all framed as faits accomplis: Google combines its services — Gmail, 
Docs, Google News, etc. — into the “Google Grid,” "a universal platform that 
provides a functionally limitless amount of storage space and bandwidth to store 
and share media of all kinds… Each user selects her own level of privacy. She can 
store her content securely on the Google Grid, or publish it for all to see.” The 



movie goes on to say that Microsoft would buy the then-hot social network 
Friendster. Google and Amazon join forces, forming Googlezon, and checkmate 
Microsoft’s ambitions with a platform called EPIC:  
 
Quote: "The 'Evolving Personalized Information Construct' is the system by which 
our sprawling, chaotic mediascape is filtered, ordered and delivered. Everyone 
contributes now - from blog entries, to phone-cam images, to video reports, to full 
investigations. Many people get paid too - a tiny cut of Googlezon's immense 
advertising revenue, proportional to the popularity of their contributions.” 
Unquote. 
 
Sound familiar? We updated EPIC slightly the next year in 2005, and Apple played 
a larger role. The interface for EPIC, imagined two years before the launch of the 
iPhone, was a hyperpowered mobile device we called the “WiFipod.”  
 
We got plenty of details wrong in our speculative future, but all that is to say, in 
the years since EPIC was released, we’ve gotten the same question, a few times 
over. “How does it feel to have told the future?” 
 
I can’t speak for Robin, but I have an answer: It feels bad! We didn’t want to tell 
the future. The movie was intended to be a warning. The 2014 version ends with 
this ambiguous statement: “But perhaps there was another way.” When we showed 
the movie, we usually followed it up with a conversation about how we might 
avoid this future. 
 
We were working at the Poynter Institute at the time. Every week, journalists 
would come to learn hallowed secrets from masters of the trade, handed down for 
generations. No one seemed to be aware that our world was about to be royally 
upended. The things that were happening with Google and Friendster and 
Microsoft and Amazon and what-have-you were treated as though they were in a 
domain outside of journalism, and that anyone who really cared about reporting 
could just put their head in the sand and nosh on that shoe leather or whatever, and 
that they’d be fine. Just watch out for the cocoa butter cops. ‘Cause, you know, 
sand. 
 



They were not fine. This is not fine. This is as bad a time for the press and truth 
and democracy as I think has existed in my lifetime. We teeter on dystopia — an 
antidemocratic panopticon in which we’ve bartered privacy for commerce, and real 
information for comforting chaos. A billionaire has bankrupted a news 
organization. A U.S. President now labels the press the enemy of the people. A 
leaked stylebook apparently from a white supremacist website reflects more social 
media savvy than many social media guidelines from news organizations. And a 
good chunk of the public thinks that journalists did as much as anyone to bring this 
all about.  
 
And this is what I want to spend the rest of this talk on. See, there is one major 
thing I now think we got wrong in EPIC 2014 and 2015. I think we started the 
clock way too late. And we focused on a technological story, at the expense of a 
political one. 
 
Tom Rosenstiel made this point yesterday, but it can’t be said enough: By the time 
Robin and I made our little movie, trust in the press had been steadily withering for 
decades. The 2000s and 2010s would see that trust shrink to historic lows, but the 
long trendline was really clear. And yes, this correlates with a broad decline in 
trust in institutions, but the longer I’ve been in this profession, the more I think 
leaning on that correlation lets us off the hook.  
 
I want to make the case that that the period taught to me as the golden age of the 
press was in fact when the seeds of its undoing were laid. That while there is much 
to learn from that "golden age," there is a whole lot to unlearn, and that many more 
valuable lessons lie in the era that came before it. I don’t believe we can invent the 
future by looking backwards. But I don’t believe we can improve the future unless 
we can genuinely understand our history. So let me take a clear-eyed look at the 
period before EPIC, and then let’s brush away the cobwebs of a somewhat deeper 
past. 
 
From the time I began my career, I was told the history of our industry this way: 
there were the dark ages, and then there was Watergate, and that began a golden 
era of the professional press, when news organizations, flush with cash, aflame 
with public support, sent correspondents into every nook and cranny of the globe, 



uncovering injustice, giving voice to the voiceless, and fostering world peace. We 
all watched Walter Cronkite, who spoke universal and unquestioned truths, and 
represented everybody. Then USA Today and cable news came along and made 
everything about photos and weather maps and, soon enough, millennials, marking 
an end to the age of the linotype machine and the pica pole. And what, after all, is 
public discourse without pica poles, I ask you? 
 
I exaggerate. Obviously every journalist of the period would acknowledge 
problems, but I was definitely told that the late ‘60s through the early ‘90s was the 
golden age of the press. Yet when I started working for news outlets, around the 
country, I more often encountered skepticism from our communities than 
appreciation, after this so-called golden age. I felt that lack of trust seeping from 
the public everywhere I went. 
 
I could be out in Southwest Fresno, reporting on a predominantly black 
neighborhood that was thrilled because they were getting an ATM — the first 
access to banking services they had since the neighborhood dried up, after being 
cut off from downtown by a highway; thanks, redlining and white flight! —and 
people would look at me like, “Huh, we don’t see none of you around here too 
often.” (They meant journalists, by the way, not black people.)  
 
Every city I worked in had a different pejorative nickname for its newspaper. I 
grew up with the Orlando Slantinel. The Fresno Bee was sometimes the Fresno D-
Minus, or the Fresno E for Effort. In Minneapolis, when I worked at the Star 
Tribune, folks from the area would say [MN accent] Oh ya, you’re working for the 
Red Star now, are ya? 
 
The Red Star. That’s the one I want to stick with. When I brought these nicknames 
back to my elders in the newsroom, this is the defense they tried to arm me with: 
<derisive laugh> Oh, we get it from both sides.  
 
Both sides. The naivete and arrogance embedded in that defense is, like, 
heartwarming, to use a Southern compliment. It’s like, bless your heart, no wonder 
no one takes you seriously, you think there are only two sides.  
 



And furthermore, you think that earning the enmity of everybody is secretly a 
long-term strategy for restoring trust. If we just keep pissing them all off, eventually 
they will love us again. Or the slightly more nuanced strategy of the national press: 
If we learn how to piss a giant portion of them off in a way that leaves the others 
feeling really self-satisfied, then maybe those others will sign up for memberships! 
 
The Red Star. I wanted to know where the nickname came from, particularly given 
that any actual would-be socialists among my friends considered the Star Tribune 
fully an organ of the business class. And so I looked into my paper’s history, and I 
uncovered a media ecosystem from a century prior, from the alleged dark ages, that 
was unlike anything I’ve ever encountered in any city in the country.  
 
As media scholars, many of you will know this: In the early 20th century, before 
the advent of television news, newspaper penetration approached 130 percent. That 
is, the average household at one point subscribed to 1.3 newspapers. That high-
water mark was in the 1940s, but I want to take us to a little earlier than that: 1920, 
almost exactly a century ago. That was the year the Minneapolis Star was born. 
 
There were a bunch of papers in the Twin Cities at this time — St. Paul and 
Minneapolis each had major dailies, there was an Irish Catholic paper, a Jewish 
paper, a black paper. But in 1920, the city’s first Socialist mayor, Thomas Van 
Lear, had just left office, and he thought there was something missing — there was 
no outlet that spoke for or to the city’s farmer-laborer class. If you know 
Minnesota, you know the farmers and laborers loom large in state lore. Its 
extension of the Democratic Party is, to this day, the Democrat-Farmer-Laborer 
Party, the DFL. So Van Lear teamed up with a local labor journalist named Herbert 
Gaston, and the two scrapped together some capital to start this newspaper. 
 
I’ll quote from their founding argument in the first edition of the paper. Right up 
front, they’re responding to the criticism that they intend to make a “class 
publication,” a criticism they say “shows that many persons are unconscious of the 
fact that almost without exception the existing dailies are themselves class 
publications of an extraordinarily dangerous and insidious kind, and that all of 
them are political in their nature and effect. Political policy, industrial policy, 
social policy shape their editorial expression and tinge and corrupt their news 



columns … The control over the commercialized city press is a financial control, 
and financial control is notoriously concentrated, notoriously irreconcilable with 
the broad public interest. 
 
“But the Star is not to be a class publication, nor are its interests primarily political. 
They will extend to every phase of human life and will be directed toward 
bettering conditions social, economic, and moral — where its influence can be 
used effectively — as well as in the channels of political issues. 
 
“But the Star WILL BE ‘political’ in this sense — that it does not despair of the 
improvement of political conditions and political institutions. It will stand for the 
improvement of political donations and political institutions by political means. It 
will set itself steadily against violence. It will seek to promote those reforms most 
likely to avert the dangers of destructive revolution. It will set itself to the task of 
combatting repression, persecution, and exploitation … It will not seek by lies to 
allay discontent where discontent is real and well founded; nor to gloss over and 
deny evils where genuine evils exist.” 
 
“Primarily the Star is going to be a newspaper, a newspaper which endeavors to 
report the news accurately and to give those who have an interesting, pertinent and 
sincere opinion to express, a chance to express it. In doing that it will especially 
want to open its columns to those whose point of view and whose argument or 
defense has never been presented fairly hitherto." 
 
Whatever you think of the Star’s founding argument, step back for a moment, and 
consider the media ecosystem here. I’ve been a journalist in Boston, in St. Pete, 
Florida, in Fresno, California, in Columbia, Missouri, in Minneapolis, Minnesota, 
in Washington, D.C. I have never lived in a city where the media were truly plural, 
where the city spoke to and about itself in so many different voices, and when you 
could choose a paper that spoke to and for you, and used the tools of journalism to 
create accountability for your polity’s interests in the public sphere.  
 
I spent some time in this ecosystem, just because I wanted to feel what it was like, 
when the arguments the media gave voice to over the direction of a city were as 



rich and vibrant as the arguments we now only attend to on the national level. I can 
tell you: it was very different.  
 
On the day the Minneapolis Star started publishing, Thursday, August 19, 1920, 
the story that got the most ink in the paper was electric street car fares. To the 
Minneapolis Morning Tribune that day, this was, like, a mildly notable issue, 
occasioning a brief report that St. Paul was going to act on an expert’s 
recommendation to raise street car prices from 5 cents to 6 cents. I can just bet you 
that if I spoke to the editors there, at that time, they’d be like, “Listen, we’ve 
covered the street fare hike, we all knew this was going to happen, we’ve been 
covering it in the run-up to the vote, and we can’t dedicated 20 inches to it every 
day.”  
 
But to the Minneapolis Star, this was a huge deal, a 20 percent fare hike that hit 
lower- and middle-class workers far harder than the automobile-owning gentry? 
While the Tribune dispensed with the issue in a few paltry inches, the Star went 
deep that day on coverage: from straight-ahead news reports, to impassioned 
editorials and columns. And it was back the next day. And you can be sure it was 
loud on the issue in the aftermath of the fare hike. 
 
It was fascinating to see that issue on the front page of that paper that day. Because 
if you go to Minneapolis to this day, you will find that the city’s lack of a viable 
public transit infrastructure outside the very limited light rail, is a huge deal, a 
hindrance both to employers and to residents. And many of those residents will tell 
you that the city once had a thriving electric street car system, but that a conspiracy 
between corrupt politicians and automakers brought an end to those street cars. 
Transit scholars will tell you that there are only elements of the truth in that story, 
that the demise of street cars in the Twin Cities and across the country was a more 
nuanced, complex issue than even the Star did justice to.  
 
But the thing is, reading this coverage, I started to care about this story. I just got a 
dose of what it would feel like to be in a city that spoke in so many different voices 
to itself, and it was electrifying. I began to see why people would subscribe to 1.3 
newspapers, on average. That flora of coverage on the local level represented a far 
more interesting fight than our endless wranglings over the stasis of federal politics 



today. If this street car thing feels wonky to you, trust that it felt vivid to me. I 
wanted to keep reading, to see what would happen; I found myself rooting for the 
Star, to dig deeper, to tell us what would happen with the street cars, to keep up 
that coverage as private automobiles quickly started to build market share among 
predominantly white, middle-class car owners who didn’t need a green book to get 
around, and began to decamp from the city’s urban core into suburbs, redesigning 
the metro area to favor highways and surface parking, severing poor black 
neighborhoods from the city center, and the banking, jobs, and nightlife it 
contained. 
 
But instead, although the Star managed to build an audience, it was frozen out by 
advertisers from the city’s business class, and went bankrupt in 1924. There’s more 
than one way for a billionaire to bankrupt a news organization. Big newspapers 
were nothing if not cash-rich, and like any cash-rich industry, newspapers went on 
a massive M&A spree over the course of the 20th century, during their “golden 
age.” The family that owned the Minneapolis Morning Tribune, bought the Star, 
the Minneapolis Times, and the Minneapolis Journal, and in 1982, all the papers 
get rolled up into my paper, the Star Tribune. 
 
I suspect that in every one of those acquisitions, the voice of a distinct paper was 
dimmed, and the city’s media ecosystem became slightly more monocultural — 
one view of truth, one sense of news judgment, one company with a somewhat 
expanded subscriber base, but that spoke in less and less clear terms to or for a 
particular polity. And I bet the business-minded readers of the Minneapolis 
Morning Tribune did not like it when their paper acquired the Socialist Star. I bet 
they started to detect a miasma of liberal woolly-headedness infecting their 
previously sensible breakfast reading, and their coffee tasted more foul as they read 
the headlines: “Oh, see it’s been going downhill ever since it acquired the Red 
Star. I don’t even know if I should keep subscribing.” 
 
Not incidentally, as all those papers bought each other up, in the golden age of the 
press, as the chains that compose our industry grew larger and larger, it grew more 
and more possible for a weakened business model to fell hundreds of papers at 
once. How does this story relate to EPIC 2014? If I were to remake that movie 
today, I would have to draw the frame much wider. The road to 2019 did not begin 



in 1989, when Tim Berners-Lee created the World Wide Web. It did not even 
begin, I’m sure, after the last Gilded Age, when socialist mayors were running 
cities and starting newspapers.  
 
But the road from 2019 must be able to imagine 1920. Envision what it felt like to 
have media — plural media — that spoke to you and on your behalf. If we’ve 
learned too belatedly that advertising is no longer an endless money pump, and 
we're to rebuild an industry on market mechanisms like philanthropy and 
membership, then we must recognize this new industry will be built on passion — 
our passion for our audiences, their passion for the work we do, a tangible sense 
that they are caught up in something larger than themselves, and that that 
something is democracy. The public will only support our work if they perceive 
that doing so is a more effective way of participating in our democracy than 
sharing something on Facebook.  
 
Journalists inculcated in the values of the golden age tend to instantly make a few 
illogical inferences from this point: for example, that I’m arguing for a partisan 
press. That particular leap reflects the same type of naivete about our politics that 
marks the “both sides” defense: if you don’t understand at this point that the 
conflicts within America’s political parties are as significant as the conflicts 
between them, I really don’t know what to tell you. Like, have you been following 
politics? 
 
Or people ask if I mean to make journalists advocates. And to that I say journalism 
inherently involves some advocacy, whether for particular news judgments, or for 
a fair-minded, fact-driven pursuit of truth as the best vehicle for democratic 
accountability and progress between elections.  
 
We must recognize that as journalists, we are political actors. If you contend that a 
mutual peace is a precondition for mutual prosperity, that is a political position, 
and the reverse is as well. If you downplay the strong and striking tension between 
the two, you’re indulging your naivete at the expense of your regard for truth. We 
are political actors. We share a desire to procure for the public the fullest and 
fairest airing of relevant truths, but we must understand that the premises we 
deploy to pursue those truths influence the facts we decide to uncover, the stories 



we decide to tell, and the perspectives we decide to foreground. If we consider to 
perceive ourselves as outside the democratic system, the public will continue to 
increasingly perceive us as detached from it, and therefore irrelevant to it. We can 
be independent of parties, but we cannot be independent of the public. We must 
represent the public, and we must be perceived as doing so. 
 
And that is why we require an ecosystem. We cannot speak to or for our many 
overlapping polities — or equally represent the public’s competing interests — 
with one voice. Let me echo a prior panelist this morning, Jim Brady: “The days of 
competition driving action need to end.” When I heard Tom’s anecdote yesterday 
about Brit Hume and Peter Jennings editing one another’s scripts, because they 
each came from such different political premises, I fully believe that the edits made 
the scripts stronger. I also wonder, though, if it didn’t mean that over time, Brit 
Hume felt a bit less trustable and authentic to white conservative men, and Peter 
Jennings didn’t feel the same to white liberals. 
 
When I hear Tony Haile’s question about the other 98%, and when I hear Nieman 
Lab’s Josh Benton reminding us what a tiny percentage of media consumption now 
accrues to journalism, the conclusion that I draw is that journalistic truth is badly 
losing the attention game. Media has captured a larger and larger share of the 
public’s time, and journalism is capturing less and less. We will not be able to 
compete with Netflix and Instagram on the grounds of pure entertainment, even if 
our storytelling is, as it must be, absolutely top notch. We must recapture a long-
moribund ability to activate the public’s passion for its own democracy, by 
reflecting on ourselves, in many voices, a willingness to both stoke and reflect that 
passion. If we don’t downright excite the public with our work, if we don’t tell 
stories that feel at least as true and relevant as Black Mirror, and also have an 
impact in the real world, then we will lose to Black Mirror. 
 
I’m here, and I’m at the Center for Investigative Reporting, because I saw a 
powerful opportunity to help to cultivate a genuine ecosystem. Right now, so many 
journalistic resources are going to reporting on the last vanishingly small scrap of 
competitive terrain. We’ve got this lopsided situation where hundreds of journalists 
are eyeing the White House like a hawk, while our 3,000 criminal justice 
jurisdictions languish in twilight.  



 
Can we learn the lessons of the Panama Papers and ICIJ on the domestic scale, to 
cover giant, impossible stories like climate change, mass incarceration, and under-
prosecuted financial corruption from a thousand vantage points? Can we invent a 
media ecosystem so relevant that 130% of American households see themselves in 
the news? That would be the best of times. If that’s the press you want to build, 
here I am, let’s build together. 
 
Thank you. 
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● MaWW ThRmSVRQ, ediWRU-iQ-chief, CHQWHU IRU IQYHVWLJDWLYH RHSRUWLQJ (aQd a cRQWUibXWiQg
ediWRU aW The AWlaQWic)

RRVHQWDO AOYHV: WelcRme back. ThiV iV gUeaW WR haYe \RX heUe. AQd Ze'Ue gRiQg WR gR VWUaighW WR
Whe WZR hRXU ke\QRWe aQd I'm gRiQg WR aVk Ja\ RRVeQ WR iQWURdXce MaWW. SR Ja\. I'm gRiQg WR dR
WhiV SaWXUda\ NighW LiYe VW\le. LadieV aQd geQWlemeQ MaWW ThRmSVRQ.

MDWW TKRPSVRQ: SR 15 \eaUV agR m\ fUieQd RRbiQ SlRaQ aQd I cUeaWed WhiV liWWle VhRUW film WhaW
came WR be called ESic WZeQW\ fRXUWeeQ. The aQQiYeUVaU\ Rf WhiV liWWle mRYie iV RQe Rf Whe
RccaViRQV WhaW bURXghW me WR WhiV SRdiXm WRda\ aQd WhaQk \RX WR RRVeQWhal all Whe UQiYeUViW\ Rf
Te[aV fRU iQclXdiQg me. ThiV iV VXch a VSecial eYeQW. I'Ye alZa\V deVcUibed eSic aV a bUief hiVWRU\
Rf Whe media VeW 10 \eaUV iQ Whe fXWXUe. AQd VR QRZ iW'V Whe fXWXUe. SR hRZ did Ze dR?

[00:01:02] TKRPSVRQ: FRU cRQWe[W Ze cUeaWed Whe fiUVW iQcaUQaWiRQ Rf WhiV liWWle YideR iQ eaUl\
2004 UighW aURXQd Whe Wime WhaW a liWWle ViWe called The FacebRRk RSeQed XS WR HaUYaUd
XQdeUgUadV. YRXTXbe ZRXldQ'W e[iVW fRU aQRWheU WhUee \eaUV Zhich meaQW Whe YeUViRQ Rf Whe
mRYie Ze SXW RQliQe ZaV a flaVh mRYie. IW ZaV Whe fiUVW YiUal WhiQg I eYeU had a haQd iQ makiQg. IW
ZaV WUaQVlaWed iQWR FUeQch aQd GeUmaQ aQd PRliVh aQd baVk iQ ChiQeVe aQd miUURUed b\ ViWeV
acURVV Whe ZRUld becaXVe WhaW iV hRZ SeRSle dealW ZiWh RQliQe YideR befRUe YRXTXbe came
aURXQd.

[00:01:35] TKRPSVRQ I'm gRiQg WR VhRZ jXVW a VQiSSeW Rf iW a cRXSle miQXWeV WR geW a flaYRU Rf iW.
Well I haYe mXch WR Va\. ThiV iV fURm Whe 2015 YeUViRQ Rf Whe mRYie ESic 2015 aV I'll Va\ Ze'Ye
made aQ XSdaWed YeUViRQ a \eaU afWeU Whe RUigiQal RQe laXQched. We made aQ XSdaWed YeUViRQ jXVW
becaXVe Whe YieZ iV mRYiQg VR faVW Ze like WR geW Whe QeZV. .

[00:02:25] TKRPSVRQ YeV. We alVR had a mRUe RSWimiVWic eQdiQg. YeV. The mRYie eQdV.

[00:02:33] AXGLR IURP ESLF 2015 ImagiQable iQ aQ eaUlieU age. I jXVW ZaWch. IW ZaV Whe beVW Rf
WimeV. IW iV Whe ZRUVW Rf WimeV iQ Whe \eaU 2015. PeRSle haYe acceVV WR a bUeadWh aQd deSWh Rf
iQfRUmaWiRQ XQimagiQable iQ aQ eaUlieU age. EYeU\RQe cRQWUibXWeV iQ VRme Za\, SaUWiciSaWiQg WR
cUeaWe a liYiQg. BUeaWhiQg. Media eVcaSe. HRZeYeU Whe SUeVV aV \RX kQRZ iW haV ceaVed WR e[iVW.
The BRaUd Whe VWaWe'V fRUWXQeV haYe ZaQed. TZeQWieWh ceQWXU\ QeZV RUgaQi]aWiRQV aUe iQ afWeU.



BXW QRW WRR diVWaQW SaVW. The URad WR 2015 begaQ iQ Whe laWe 20Wh ceQWXU\. IQ 1989 Tim BeUQeUV
Lee ZaV a cRmSXWeU VcieQWiVW aW Whe CERN SaUWicle Sh\VicV labRUaWRU\ iQ SZiW]eUlaQd. IQYeQWV Whe
ZRUldZide Zeb. Ama]RQ.cRm ZaV fRXQded iQ 1994. IWV \RXQg cUeaWRU dUeamV Rf a VWRUe WhaW VellV
eYeU\WhiQg. Ama]RQ'V mRdel Zhich Zill cRme WR VeW Whe VWaQdaUd fRU IQWeUQeW ValeV iV bXilW RQ
aXWRmaWed SeUVRQali]ed UecRmmeQdaWiRQV. A VWRUe WhaW caQ make VXggeVWiRQV. IQ 1998 WZR
SWaQfRUd SURgUammeUV XQleaVhed GRRgle. TheiU algRUiWhm echReV Whe lRgic Rf Ama]RQ. IW WUeaWV
liQkV aV UecRmmeQdaWiRQV. AQd fURm WhaW fRXQdaWiRQ I ZaV Whe ZRUld'V faVWeVW aQd mRVW effecWiYe
VeaUch eQgiQe. IQ 1999, a .cRm Qamed SiUaWe BabV. UQYeilV BlRggeU, a SeUVRQal SXbliVhiQg WRRl.
FUieQdVWeU aUUiYed RQ Whe VceQe iQ 2002. TheUe aUe hXQdUedV Rf WhRXVaQdV Rf \RXQg SeRSle
UXVhiQg WR be SRSXlaWed ZiWh aQ iQcUedibl\ deWailed caWalRg Rf WheiU liYeV, WheiU iQWeUeVWV aQd WheiU
VRcial QeWZRUk. SR. AfWeU WhiV liWWle VQiSSeW eSic gReV RQ WR make a QXmbeU Rf SUedicWiRQV all
fUamed aV fiW Whe cRmSleWe GRRgle cRmbiQeV all Rf iWV VeUYiceV Gmail DRcV GRRgle NeZV eWc iQWR
Whe GRRgle gUid a XQiYeUVal SlaWfRUm WhaW SURYideV a fXQcWiRQall\ limiWleVV amRXQW Rf VWRUage
VSace aQd baQdZidWh WR VWRUe aQd VhaUe media Rf all kiQdV.

[00:04:52] TKRPSVRQ Each XVeU VelecWV WheiU RZQ leYel Rf SUiYac\. She caQ VWRUe heU cRQWeQW
VecXUel\ RQ Whe GRRgle gUid RU SXbliVh iW fRU all WR Vee. The mRYie gReV RQ WR Va\ WhaW MicURVRfW
ZRXld bX\ Whe WheQ hRW VRcial QeWZRUk FUieQdVWeU. GRRgle aQd Ama]RQ jRiQ fRUceV fRUmiQg
GRRgle'V RQ aQd checkmaWe. MicURVRfW'V ambiWiRQV ZiWh a SlaWfRUm called ESic, TXRWe, Whe
eYRlYiQg SeUVRQali]ed iQfRUmaWiRQ cRQVWUXcW iV Whe V\VWem b\ Zhich RXU VSUaZliQg chaRWic media
VcaSe iV filWeUed, RUdeUed aQd deliYeUed. EYeU\RQe cRQWUibXWeV QRZ fURm blRg eQWUieV WR ShRQe
came imageV WR YideR UeSRUWV WR fXll iQYeVWigaWiRQV. MaQ\ SeRSle geW Said a WiQ\ cXW Rf GRRgle'V
RQ'V immeQVe adYeUWiViQg UeYeQXe SURSRUWiRQal WR Whe SRSXlaUiW\ Rf WheiU cRQWUibXWiRQV. IW SRXQdV
familiaU. We XSdaWed ESic VlighWl\ Whe Qe[W \eaU iQ 2005 aQd ASSle Sla\ed a laUgeU URle iQ Whe
iQWeUface fRU ESic 2015. ImagiQe WZR \eaUV agR, I'm SURXd WR Va\, befRUe Whe laXQch Rf Whe iPhRQe
ZaV a h\SeU SRZeUed mRbile deYice, Ze called Whe Wi-Fi iPRd.  We'Ye gRW SleQW\ Rf deWailV
ZURQg iQ WhiV VSecXlaWiYe fXWXUe bXW all WhaW iV WR Va\ iQ Whe \eaUV ViQce ESic ZaV UeleaVed Ze'Ye
gRWWeQ Whe Vame TXeVWiRQ a feZ WimeV RYeU. HRZ dReV iW feel WR haYe gRWWeQ VR mXch UighW? I caQ'W
VSeak fRU RRbiQ. BXW I haYe aQ aQVZeU. IW feelV bad. We did QRW ZaQW WR Well Whe fXWXUe. ThiV mRYie
ZaV iQWeQded WR be a ZaUQiQg. The 2013 YeUViRQ eQdV ZiWh WhiV ambigXRXV VWaWemeQW. BXW
SeUhaSV WheUe ZaV aQRWheU Za\ ZheQ Ze VhRZed Whe mRYie Ze XVXall\ fRllRZed iW XS ZiWh a
cRQYeUVaWiRQ abRXW hRZ Ze mighW aYRid WhiV fXWXUe.

[00:06:30] TKRPSVRQ We ZeUe ZRUkiQg aW Whe PR\QWeU IQVWiWXWe aW Whe Wime. EYeU\ Zeek
jRXUQaliVWV ZRXld cRme WR leaUQ hallRZed VecUeWV fURm maVWeUV Rf Whe WUade haQded dRZQ fRU
geQeUaWiRQV. NR RQe Veemed WR be aZaUe RU WalkiQg abRXW Whe facW WhaW RXU ZRUld ZaV gRiQg WR be
UR\all\ XSeQded. The WhiQgV WhaW ZeUe haSSeQiQg ZiWh GRRgle aQd MicURVRfW aQd FUieQdVWeU aQd
Ama]RQ aQd ZhaW haYe \RX ZeUe WUeaWed aV WhRXgh Whe\ ZeUe iQ a dRmaiQ RXWVide Rf jRXUQaliVm
aQd WhaW aQ\RQe ZhR Ueall\ caUed abRXW UeSRUWiQg cRXld jXVW SXW WheiU head iQ Whe VaQd aQd QRVh
RQ WhaW VhRe leaWheU aQd ZhaWeYeU aQd Whe\'d jXVW be fiQe. JXVW ZaWch RXW fRU Whe cRcRa bXWWeU cXSV



becaXVe \RX kQRZ VaQd. The\ ZeUe QRW fiQe. ThiV iV QRW fiQe. ThiV iV aV bad a Wime fRU Whe SUeVeQW
WUXWh aV iQ demRcUac\ aV I WhiQk haV e[iVWed iQ m\ lifeWime. We WeeWeU RQ d\VWRSia aQ
aQWi-demRcUaWic PaQRSWicRQ iQ Zhich Ze baUWeU SUiYac\ fRU cRmmeUce aQd Ueal iQfRUmaWiRQ fRU
cRmfRUWiQg chaRV. A billiRQaiUe haV baQkUXSWed a QeZV RUgaQi]aWiRQ aQd a US SUeVideQW QRZ
labelV Whe SUeVV Whe eQem\ Rf Whe SeRSle. A leaked VW\lebRRk aSSaUeQWl\ fURm a ZhiWe
VXSUemaciVW Web ViWe UeflecWV mRUe VRcial media VaYY\ WhaQ Whe VRcial media gXideliQeV Rf maQ\
QeZV RUgaQi]aWiRQV aQd a gRRd chXQk Rf Whe SXblic WhiQkV WhaW jRXUQaliVWV did aV mXch aV aQ\RQe
WR bUiQg WhiV all abRXW. AQd VR WhiV iV ZhaW I ZaQWed WR VSeQd m\ Walk RQ. See, WheUe aUe a feZ
majRU WhiQgV WhaW I WhiQk Ze gRW ZURQg iQ ESic 2014 aQd 2015. FiUVW Rf all I WhiQk Ze VWaUWed Whe
clRck Za\ WRR laWe aQd Ze fRcXVed RQ a WechQRlRgical VWRU\ aW Whe e[SeQVe Rf a SRliWical RQe. TRm
RRVeQVWiel made WhiV SRiQW \eVWeUda\ bXW iW caQ'W be Vaid eQRXgh b\ Whe Wime RRbiQ aQd I made
WhiV liWWle mRYie WhaW WUXVW iQ Whe SUeVV had beeQ VWeadil\ ZiWheUiQg fRU decadeV. The 2000V aQd
2010V ZRXld Vee WhaW WUXVW VhUiQk WR hiVWRUic leYel lRZV. BXW Whe lRQg WUeQd liQe ZaV Ueall\ cleaU.
AQd \eV WhiV cRUUelaWeV ZiWh a bURad decliQe iQ WUXVW iQ iQVWiWXWiRQV. BXW Whe lRQgeU I'Ye beeQ iQ
WhiV SURfeVViRQ Whe mRUe I WhiQk WhaW leaQiQg RQ WhaW cRUUelaWiRQ leWV XV Rff Whe hRRk. I ZaQW WR
make Whe caVe WhaW Whe SeUiRd WaXghW WR me aV Whe gRldeQ age Rf Whe SUeVV ZaV iQ facW ZheQ Whe
VeedV Rf RXU XQdRiQg ZeUe laid. While WheUe iV mXch WR leaUQ fURm WhaW gRldeQ age WheUe iV alVR a
lRW WR XQleaUQ aQd WheUe aUe a lRW Rf leVVRQV iQ Whe eUa WhaW came befRUe iW. I dRQ'W belieYe Ze caQ
iQYeQW Whe fXWXUe b\ lRRkiQg backZaUdV bXW I dRQ'W belieYe Ze caQ imSURYe Whe fXWXUe XQleVV Ze
haYe a geQXiQe XQdeUVWaQdiQg Rf RXU hiVWRU\. SR leW'V Wake a cleaU e\ed lRRk aW Whe SeUiRd befRUe
ESic aQd WheQ leW'V bUXVh aZa\ Whe cRbZebV Rf a VRmeZhaW deeSeU SaVW fURm Whe Wime I begaQ m\
caUeeU. I ZaV WRld Whe hiVWRU\ Rf RXU iQdXVWU\ WhiV Za\.

[00:08:57] TKRPSVRQ TheUe ZeUe Whe daUk ageV aQd WheQ WheUe ZaV WaWeUgaWe aQd WhaW begaQ a
gRldeQ eUa Rf Whe SURfeVViRQal SUeVV ZheQ QeZV RUgaQi]aWiRQV flXVh ZiWh caVh aflame ZiWh SXblic
VXSSRUW VeQW cRUUeVSRQdeQWV iQWR eYeU\ QRRk aQd cUaQQ\ Rf Whe glRbe XQcRYeUiQg iQjXVWice giYiQg
YRice WR Whe YRiceleVV aQd fRVWeUiQg ZRUld Seace. We all ZaWched WalWeU CURQkiWe VSeak XQiYeUVal
aQd XQTXeVWiRQed WUXWhV aQd UeSUeVeQWed eYeU\bRd\ WheQ USA TRda\ aQd cable QeZV came alRQg
aQd made eYeU\WhiQg abRXW ShRWRV aQd ZeaWheU maSV aQd VRRQ eQRXgh milleQQialV maUkiQg aQ
age WR Whe eUa Rf Whe LiQRW\Se machiQe aQd Whe Sike SRle aQd ZhaW afWeU all iV SXblic diVcRXUVe
ZiWhRXW Sa\. PXllV I aVk \RX. ObYiRXVl\ eYeU\ jRXUQaliVW ZRXld ackQRZledge Whe SeUiRd ZRXld
ackQRZledge SURblemV bXW I ZaV defiQiWel\ WRld WhaW Whe laWe 60V WhURXgh Whe eaUl\ 90V ZaV Whe
gRldeQ age Rf Whe SUeVV.

[00:09:44] TKRPSVRQ YeW ZheQ I VWaUWed ZRUkiQg fRU QeZV RUgaQi]aWiRQV aURXQd Whe cRXQWU\ I
mRUe RfWeQ eQcRXQWeUed VkeSWiciVm jXVW afWeU WhiV gRldeQ age fURm RXU cRmmXQiWieV WhaQ
aSSUeciaWiRQ. I WhiQk WhaW lack Rf WUXVW VeeSiQg fURm Whe SXblic eYeU\ZheUe I ZeQW I cRXld be RXW
iQ VRXWhZeVW FUeVQR UeSRUWiQg RQ a SUedRmiQaQWl\ black QeighbRUhRRd WhaW ZaV WhUilled becaXVe
Whe\ ZeUe geWWiQg aQ A.T.M. Whe fiUVW acceVV WR baQkiQg VeUYiceV Whe\ had ViQce Whe QeighbRUhRRd
dUied XS afWeU beiQg cXW Rff fURm dRZQWRZQ b\ a highZa\. ThaQkV WR UedliQiQg aQd ZhiWe flighW



SeRSle ZRXld lRRk aW me like hRZ Ze dRQ'W Vee \RX aURXQd heUe WRR RfWeQ aQd eYeQ jRXUQaliVWV b\
Whe Za\. EYeU\ ciW\ I ZRUked iQ had a diffeUeQW SejRUaWiYe QickQame fRU iWV QeZVSaSeU. I gUeZ XS
ZiWh Whe OUlaQdR SeQWiQel, QRW Whe FUeVQR Bee. IW ZaV VRmeWimeV Whe FUeVQR D miQXV RU Whe
FUeVQR E fRU effRUW. IQ MiQQeaSRliV. WheQ I ZRUked aW Whe SWaU TUibXQe SeRSle fURm Whe aUea
ZRXld Va\. Oh \eah \RX'Ue lRRkiQg fRU Whe Red SWaU iQ L.A.. The Red SWaU. ThaW'V Whe RQe I ZaQW
WR VWick ZiWh. WheQ I bURXghW WheVe QickQameV back WR m\ eldeUV iQ Whe QeZVURRm WhiV iV Whe
defeQVe Whe\ WUied WR aUm me ZiWh. We geW iW fURm bRWh VideV.

[00:10:53] TKRPSVRQ BRWh VideV. The QaiYeWe aQd aUURgaQce embedded iQ WhaW defeQVe iV like
almRVW heaUWZaUmiQg WR XVe a SRXWheUQ cRmSlimeQW. BleVV \RXU heaUW. NR ZRQdeU QR RQe WakeV
\RX VeUiRXVl\. YRX WhiQk WheUe aUe RQl\ WZR VideV aQd fXUWheUmRUe \RX WhiQk WhaW eaUQiQg Whe eQd
mRQe\ Rf eYeU\bRd\ iV VecUeWl\ a lRQg WeUm VWUaWeg\ fRU UeVWRUiQg WUXVW. We jXVW keeS SiVViQg Whem
all Rff aQd eYeQWXall\ Whe\ Zill lRYe XV agaiQ. AQd Whe VlighWl\ mRUe QXaQced VWUaWeg\ Rf Whe
QaWiRQal SUeVV: if Ze leaUQ WR SiVV a giaQW SRUWiRQ Rf Whem Rff iQ a Za\ WhaW leaYeV Whe RWheUV
feeliQg Ueall\ Velf-VaWiVfied WheQ ma\be WhRVe RWheUV Zill VigQ XS fRU membeUVhiSV. The Red SWaU.
I ZaQWed WR kQRZ ZheUe Whe QickQame came fURm. PaUWicXlaUl\ giYeQ WhaW aQ\ acWXal ZRXld be
VRcialiVW amRQg m\ fUieQdV cRQVideUed Whe SWaU TUibXQe fXll\ aQ RUgaQ Rf Whe bXViQeVV claVV aQd
VR I lRRked iQWR m\ SaSeU'V hiVWRU\ aQd I XQcRYeUed a media ecRV\VWem fURm a ceQWXU\ SUiRU fURm
Whe alleged daUk ageV. ThaW ZaV VR XQlike aQ\WhiQg I'Ye eYeU eQcRXQWeUed iQ aQ\ ciW\ iQ Whe
cRXQWU\. AV media VchRlaUV mRVW Rf \RX Zill kQRZ WhiV. IQ Whe eaUl\ 20Wh ceQWXU\ befRUe Whe
adYeQW Rf WeleYiViRQ QeZV QeZVSaSeU SeQeWUaWiRQ aSSURached 130%. ThaW iV Whe aYeUage
hRXVehRld aW RQe SRiQW VXbVcUibed WR RQe SRiQW WhUee QeZVSaSeUV. ThaW high ZaWeUmaUk ZaV iQ Whe
1940V. BXW I ZaQW WR Wake XV WR a liWWle eaUlieU WhaQ 1920 , almRVW e[acWl\ a ceQWXU\ agR. ThaW ZaV
Whe \eaU Whe MiQQeaSRliV SWaU ZaV bRUQ. TheUe ZeUe a bXQch Rf SaSeUV iQ Whe TZiQ CiWieV aW WhiV
Wime SW. PaXl MiQQeaSRliV. Each had majRU dailieV. TheUe ZaV aQ IUiVh CaWhRlic SaSeU, a JeZiVh
SaSeU, a Black SaSeU, a SZediVh laQgXage SaSeU. MiQQeVRWa aURXQd Whe WXUQ Rf Whe 20Wh ceQWXU\
had mRUe WhaQ 100 laQgXid hXQdUed QRQ EQgliVh QeZVSaSeUV. BXW iQ 1920 Whe ciW\'V fiUVW SRcialiVW
Ma\RU ThRmaV VaQ LieU had jXVW lefW Rffice aQd he WhRXghW WheUe ZaV VRmeWhiQg miVViQg. TheUe
ZaV QR RXWleW WhaW VSRke WR RU fRU Whe ciW\'V faUmeU labRU RU claVV. If \RX kQRZ MiQQeVRWa \RX
kQRZ Whe faUmeUV aQd labRUeUV lRRm laUge iQ VWaWe laZ; iWV e[WeQViRQ Rf Whe DemRcUaWic PaUW\ iV WR
WhiV da\ Whe DemRcUaWic PaUW\ faiQW FaUmeU LabRU PaUW\ Whe DFL. SR VaQ LieU Weamed XS ZiWh a
lRcal labRU jRXUQaliVW Qamed HeUbeUW GaVWRQ aQd Whe WZR VcUaSed WRgeWheU VRme caSiWal WR VWaUW
WhiV QeZVSaSeU. I'll TXRWe fURm WheiU fRXQdiQg aUgXmeQW iQ Whe fiUVW ediWiRQ Rf Whe SaSeU UighW XS
fURQW Whe\'Ue UeVSRQdiQg WR Whe cUiWiciVm WhaW Whe\ iQWeQd WR make a claVV SXblicaWiRQ a cUiWiciVm
Whe\ Va\ TXRWe, "VhRZV WhaW maQ\ SeUVRQV aUe cRQVciRXV Rf Whe facW WhaW almRVW ZiWhRXW e[ceSWiRQ
Whe e[iVWiQg dailieV aUe WhemVelYeV claVV SXblicaWiRQV. AQ e[WUaRUdiQaUil\ daQgeURXV aQd iQVidiRXV
kiQd aQd WhaW all Rf Whem aUe SRliWical iQ WheiU QaWXUe aQd affecW SRliWical SRlic\ iQdXVWUial SRlic\
VRcial SRlic\ VhaSed WheiU ediWRUial e[SUeVViRQ aQd WiQge aQd cRUUXSW WheiU QeZV cRlXmQV. The
cRQWURl RYeU Whe cRmmeUciali]ed ciW\ SUeVVeV a fiQaQcial cRQWURl aQd fiQaQcial cRQWURl iV
QRWRUiRXVl\ cRQceQWUaWed. The WeUURUiVWV Whe iUUecRQcilable ZiWh Whe bURad SXblic iQWeUeVW. The VWaUW



iV QRW WR be a claVV SXblicaWiRQ. NRU iV iQWeUeVW SUimaUil\ SRliWical, Whe\ Va\. BXW Whe VWRU\ Zill be
SRliWical iQ Whe VeQVe WhaW iW dReV QRW deVSaiU Rf Whe imSURYemeQW Rf SRliWical cRQdiWiRQV aQd
SRliWical iQVWiWXWiRQV. IW Zill VWaQd fRU Whe imSURYemeQW Rf SRliWical iQVWiWXWiRQV aQd SRliWical
cRQdiWiRQV b\ SRliWical meaQV. IW Zill QRW Veek b\ lieV WR alWeU diVcRQWeQW ZiWh diVcRQWeQW iV Ueal
aQd Zell-fRXQded. NRU WR glRVV RYeU aQd deQ\ eYilV ZheUe geQXiQe eYilV e[iVW SUimaUil\. The VWaWe
iV gRiQg WR be a QeZVSaSeU Zhich eQdeaYRUV WR UeSRUW Whe QeZV accXUaWel\ aQd WR giYe WhRVe ZhR
haYe aQ iQWeUeVWiQg SeUWiQeQW aQd ViQceUe RSiQiRQ a chaQce WR e[SUeVV iW. IQ dRiQg WhaW iW Zill laVW
eVSeciall\ WR RSeQ iWV cRlXmQV WR WhRVe ZhRVe SRiQW Rf YieZ aQd ZhRVe aUgXmeQW RU defeQVe haV
QeYeU beeQ SUeVeQWed faiUl\ hiWheUWR."

[00:14:26] TKRPSVRQ WhaWeYeU \RX WhiQk Rf Whe SWaU'V fRXQdiQg aUgXmeQW, VWeS back fRU a
mRmeQW aQd cRQVideU Whe media ecRV\VWem heUe. I'Ye beeQ a jRXUQaliVW iQ BRVWRQ aQd SW. PeWe,
FlRUida aQd FUeVQR, CalifRUQia aQd CRlXmbia, MiVVRXUi aQd MiQQeaSRliV, MiQQeVRWa aQd
WaVhiQgWRQ, D.C. I haYe QeYeU liYed iQ a ciW\ ZheUe Whe media ZeUe WUXl\ SlXUal ZheUe Whe ciW\
VSRke WR aQd abRXW iWVelf iQ VR maQ\ diffeUeQW YRiceV. AQd ZheQ \RX cRXld chRRVe a SaSeU WhaW
VSRke WR aQd fRU \RX aQd XVe Whe WRRlV Rf jRXUQaliVm WR cUeaWe accRXQWabiliW\ fRU \RXU SRlicieV
iQWeUeVWV iQ Whe SXblic VSheUe. I VSeQW VRme Wime UeVeaUchiQg WhiV ecRV\VWem jXVW becaXVe I ZaQWed
WR feel ZhaW iW ZaV like ZheQ Whe aUgXmeQWV Whe media gaYe YRice WR RYeU Whe diUecWiRQ Rf a ciW\
ZeUe aV Uich aQd YibUaQW aV Whe aUgXmeQWV Ze QRZ RQl\ aWWeQd WR RQ Whe QaWiRQal leYel iQ Whe US.

[00:15:11] TKRPSVRQ I caQ Well \RX iW ZaV YeU\ diffeUeQW RQ Whe da\ Whe MiQQeaSRliV SWaU VWaUWed
SXbliVhiQg ThXUVda\ AXgXVW 19Wh 1920. The VWRU\ WhaW gRW Whe mRVW iQk iQ Whe SaSeU ZaV elecWUic
VWUeeWcaU faUeV. SR Whe MiQQeaSRliV MRUQiQg TUibXQe WhaW da\ WhiV ZaV like a mildl\ QRWable iVVXe.
OccaViRQall\ a bUief UeSRUW WhaW SW. PaXl ZaV gRiQg WR acW RQ aQ e[SeUW'V UecRmmeQdaWiRQ WR UaiVe
VWUeeW caU SUiceV fURm 5 ceQWV WR 6 ceQWV. I caQ jXVW beW \RX if I VSRke WR Whe ediWRUV WheUe aW WhaW
Wime Whe\'d be like liVWeQ Ze'Ye cRYeUed Whe VWUeeW faUe hike Ze all kQeZ WhiV ZaV gRiQg WR haSSeQ
Ze'd beeQ cRYeUiQg iW iQ Whe UXQ XS WR Whe YRWe aQd Ze caQ'W dedicaWe 20 iQcheV WR iW eYeU\ da\.
BXW WR Whe MiQQeaSRliV SWaU WhiV ZaV a hXge deal. A 20 SeUceQW faUe hike WhaW hiW. Middle claVV
ZRUkeUV faU haUdeU WhaQ Whe aXWRmRbile RZQiQg GeQWU\ Zhile Whe TUibXQe diVSeQVed ZiWh Whe
iVVXe aQd a feZ SalWU\ iVh iQcheV. The VWaU ZeQW deeS WhaW da\ RQ cRYeUage fURm VWUaighW ahead.
NeZV UeSRUWV WR imSaVViRQed ediWRUialV aQd cRlXmQV. AQd iW ZaV back Whe Qe[W da\. AQd \RX caQ
be VXUe WhaW iW ZaV lRXd RQ Whe iVVXe iQ Whe afWeUmaWh Rf Whe faUe hike. IW ZaV faVciQaWiQg WR Vee WhaW
SaUWicXlaU iVVXe RQ Whe fURQW Sage Rf WhaW SaSeU WhaW da\ becaXVe if \RX gR WR MiQQeaSRliV WR WhiV
da\ \RX Zill fiQd WhaW Whe ciW\'V lack Rf a Yiable SXblic WUaQViW iQfUaVWUXcWXUe RXWVide Whe YeU\
limiWed lighW Uail iV a hXge deal a hiQdUaQce bRWh WR emSlR\eUV aQd WR UeVideQWV aQd maQ\ Rf WhRVe
UeVideQWV Zill Well \RX a VWRU\ WhaW Whe ciW\ RQce had a WhUiYiQg elecWUic VWUeeWcaU V\VWem bXW WhaW a
cRQVSiUac\ beWZeeQ cRUUXSW SRliWiciaQV aQd aXWRmakeUV bURke BUaWWRQ iQWR WhRVe VWUeeW caUV.
TUaQViW VchRlaUV Zill Well \RX WhaW WheUe aUe RQl\ elemeQWV Rf WUXWh iQ WhaW VWRU\ WhaW Whe demiVe Rf
VWUeeWcaUV iQ Whe TZiQ CiWieV aQd acURVV Whe cRXQWU\ ZaV a mRUe QXaQced cRmSle[ iVVXe WhaQ eYeQ
Whe VWaUWed jXVWice WRR.



[00:16:51] TKRPSVRQ BXW Whe WhiQg iV UeadiQg WhaW cRYeUage, I VWaUWed WR caUe abRXW WhiV VWRU\. I
jXVW gRW a dRVe Rf ZhaW iW ZRXld feel like WR be iQ a ciW\ WhaW VSRke iQ VR maQ\ diffeUeQW YRiceV WR
iWVelf. AQd iW ZaV elecWUif\iQg. I begaQ WR Vee Zh\ SeRSle ZRXld VXbVcUibe WR RQe SRiQW WhUee
QeZVSaSeUV RQ aYeUage. The flRZ Rf cRYeUage RQ Whe lRcal leYel UeSUeVeQWV a faU mRUe iQWeUeVWiQg
fighW WhaQ RXU eQdleVV ZUaQgliQgV RYeU Whe VWaWXV Rf fedeUal SRliWicV WRda\. If Whe VWUeeWcaU WhiQg
feelV ZRQk\ WR \RX, WUXVW WhaW iW felW YiYid WR me. I ZaQWed WR keeS UeadiQg WR Vee ZhaW ZRXld
haSSeQ. I fRXQd m\Velf URRWiQg fRU Whe VWaU WR dig deeSeU WR Well XV ZhaW ZRXld haSSeQ ZiWh Whe
VWUeeW caUV WR keeS XS WhaW cRYeUage aV SUiYaWe aXWRmRbileV TXickl\ VWaUWed WR bXild maUkeW VhaUe
amRQg SUedRmiQaQWl\ ZhiWe middle claVV caU RZQeUV ZhR didQ'W Qeed a GUeeQ BRRk WR geW
aURXQd aQd begaQ WR decamS fURm Whe ciW\'V XUbaQ cRUe iQ Whe VXbXUbV UedeVigQiQg Whe meWUR aUea
WR faYRU highZa\V aQd VXUface SaUkiQg VeYeUiQg SRRU black QeighbRUhRRdV fURm Whe ciW\ ceQWeU
aQd Whe baQkiQg jRbV aQd QighWlife iW cRQWaiQed. BXW iQVWead, alWhRXgh The SWaU maQaged WR bXild
aQ aXdieQce, iW ZaV fUR]eQ RXW b\ adYeUWiVeUV fURm Whe ciW\'V bXViQeVV claVV aQd ZeQW baQkUXSW iQ
1924. TheUe'V mRUe WhaQ RQe Za\ fRU a billiRQaiUe WR baQkUXSW a QeZV RUgaQi]aWiRQ. Big
QeZVSaSeUV ZeUe QRWhiQg if QRW caVh Uich. AQd like aQ\ caVh Uich iQdXVWU\ QeZVSaSeUV ZeQW RQ a
maVViYe M aQd A VSUee RYeU Whe cRXUVe Rf Whe WZeQWieWh ceQWXU\ dXUiQg WheiU gRldeQ age. The
famil\ WhaW RZQed Whe MiQQeaSRliV MRUQiQg TUibXQe bRXghW The SWaU, The MiQQeaSRliV TimeV
aQd Whe MiQQeaSRliV JRXUQal aQd iQ 1982 all Whe SaSeUV gRW URlled XS iQWR m\ SaSeU, The SWaU
TUibXQe.

[00:18:20] TKRPSVRQ I VXVSecWed aQd eYeU\ RQe Rf WhRVe acTXiViWiRQV Whe YRice Rf a diVWiQcW
SaSeU ZaV dimmed aQd Whe ciW\'V media ecRV\VWem became VlighWl\ mRUe mRQRcXlWXUal. OQe YieZ
Rf WUXWh, RQe VeQVe Rf QeZV jXdgmeQW. OQe cRmSaQ\ ZiWh a VRmeZhaW e[SaQded VXbVcUibeU baVe
bXW WhaW VSRke iQ leVV aQd leVV cleaU WeUmV WR RU fRU a SaUWicXlaU SRliW\. AQd I beW Whe bXViQeVV
miQded UeadeUV Rf Whe MiQQeaSRliV MRUQiQg TUibXQe did QRW like iW ZheQ WheiU SaSeU acTXiUed Whe
VRcialiVW VWaUW. I beW Whe\ VWaUWed WR deWecW a miaVma Rf libeUal ZRRll\ headedQeVV iQfecWiQg WheiU
SUeYiRXVl\ VeQVible bUeakfaVW UeadiQg aQd WheiU cRffee WaVWed mRUe fRXl aV Whe\ Uead Whe headliQeV.
Oh Vee iW'V beeQ gRiQg dRZQhill eYeU ViQce Whe\ acTXiUed WheiU Ued VWaU. I dRQ'W eYeQ kQRZ if \RX
VhRXld keeS VXbVcUibiQg. NRW iQcideQWall\ aV all WhRVe SaSeUV bRd\ each RWheU XS iQ Whe gRldeQ
gRldeQ age Rf Whe SUeVV aV Whe chaiQV WhaW cRmSRVe RXU iQdXVWU\ gUeZ laUgeU aQd laUgeU. IW gUeZ
mRUe aQd mRUe SRVVible fRU a ZeakeQed bXViQeVV mRdel WR fill hXQdUedV Rf SaSeUV aW RQce. HRZ
dReV WhiV VWRU\ UelaWe WR ESic 2014? If I ZeUe WR Uemake WhaW VWRU\ WRda\ I ZRXld haYe WR dUaZ Whe
fUame mXch ZideU. The URad WR 2019 did QRW begiQ iQ 1989 ZheQ Tim BeUQeUV Lee cUeaWed Whe
WRUld Wide Web. IW did QRW eYeQ begiQ I'm VXUe afWeU Whe laVW Gilded Age ZheQ SRcialiVW ma\RUV
ZeUe UXQQiQg ciWieV aQd VWaUWiQg QeZVSaSeUV. BXW Whe URad fURm 2019 mXVW be able WR imagiQe
1920. EQYiViRQ ZhaW iW felW like WR haYe media SlXUal media WhaW VSRke WR \RX aQd RQ \RXU behalf.
If Ze'Ye leaUQed WR belaWedl\ WhaW adYeUWiViQg iV QR lRQgeU aQ eQdleVV mRQe\ SXmSiQg ZheUe WR
UebXild aQ iQdXVWU\ RQ maUkeW mechaQiVmV like ShilaQWhURS\ aQd membeUVhiS WheQ Ze mXVW
UecRgQi]e WhaW WhiV QeZ iQdXVWU\ Zill be bXilW RQ SaVViRQ. OXU SaVViRQ fRU RXU aXdieQceV, WheiU



SaVViRQ fRU Whe ZRUk Ze dR. A WaQgible VeQVe WhaW Whe\ aUe caXghW XS iQ VRmeWhiQg laUgeU WhaQ
WhemVelYeV aQd WhaW WhaW VRmeWhiQg iV demRcUac\. The SXblic Zill RQl\ VXSSRUW RXU ZRUk if Whe\
SeUceiYe WhaW dRiQg VR iV a mRUe effecWiYe Za\ Rf SaUWiciSaWiQg iQ RXU demRcUac\ WhaQ VhaUiQg
VRmeWhiQg RQ FacebRRk. JRXUQaliVWV iQcXlcaWed iQ Whe YalXeV Rf Whe gRldeQ age WeQd WR iQVWaQWl\
make a feZ illRgical iQfeUeQceV fURm WhiV SRiQW. FRU e[amSle, I'm aUgXiQg fRU a SaUWiVaQ SUeVV WhaW
SaUWicXlaUl\ UeflecWV Whe Vame W\Se Rf QaiYeWe abRXW RXU SRliWicV WhaW maUkV Whe bRWh VideV' defeQVe.
If \RX dRQ'W XQdeUVWaQd aW WhiV SRiQW WhaW Whe cRQflicWV ZiWhiQ AmeUica'V SRliWical SaUWieV aUe aV
VigQificaQW aV Whe cRQflicWV beWZeeQ Whem I Ueall\ dRQ'W kQRZ ZhaW WR Well \RX like \RX haYe beeQ
fRllRZiQg SRliWicV. WheQ SeRSle aVk if I meaQ WR make jRXUQaliVWV adYRcaWeV , I Va\ jRXUQaliVm
iQheUeQWl\ iQYRlYeV VRme adYRcac\ ZheWheU fRU a SaUWicXlaU QeZV jXdgmeQW RU fRU a faiU miQded
facW dUiYeQ SXUVXiW Rf WUXWh aV Whe beVW Yehicle fRU a demRcUaWic accRXQWabiliW\ aQd SURgUeVV
beWZeeQ elecWiRQV.

[00:21:00] We mXVW UecRgQi]e WhaW aV jRXUQaliVWV Ze aUe SRliWical acWRUV. If \RX cRQWeQd WhaW a
mXWXal Seace iV a SUecRQdiWiRQ fRU mXWXal SURVSeUiW\ WhaW iV a SRliWical SRViWiRQ aQd Whe UeYeUVe iV
aV Zell. If \RX dRZQSla\ Whe VWURQg aQd VWUikiQg WeQViRQ beWZeeQ Whe WZR \RX'Ue iQdXlgiQg \RXU
QaiYeWe aW Whe e[SeQVe Rf \RXU UegaUd fRU WUXWh. We aUe SRliWical acWRUV. We VhaUe a deViUe WR
SURcXUe fRU Whe SXblic Whe fXlleVW aQd faiUeVW VhaUiQg Rf UeleYaQW WUXWh. BXW Ze mXVW XQdeUVWaQd
WhaW Whe SUemiVeV Ze deSlR\ WR SXUVXe WhRVe WUXWhV iQflXeQce Whe facWV Ze decide WR XQcRYeU Whe
VWRUieV Ze decide WR Well aQd Whe SeUVSecWiYeV Ze decide WR fRUegURXQd. If Ze cRQWiQXe WR SeUceiYe
RXUVelYeV aV RXWVide Whe demRcUaWic V\VWem Whe SXblic Zill iQcUeaViQgl\ SeUceiYe XV aV deWached
fURm iW aQd WheUefRUe iUUeleYaQW WR iW. We caQ be iQdeSeQdeQW Rf SaUWieV bXW Ze caQQRW be
iQdeSeQdeQW Rf Whe SXblic. We mXVW UeSUeVeQW Whe SXblic aQd Ze mXVW be SeUceiYed aV dRiQg VR
aQd WhaW'V Zh\ Ze UeTXiUe aQ ecRV\VWem. We caQQRW VSeak WR RU fRU maQ\ RYeUlaSSiQg SRliWieV RU
eTXall\ UeSUeVeQW Whe SXblic'V cRmSeWiQg iQWeUeVWV ZiWh RQe YRice.

[00:22:00] LeW me echR a SUiRU SaQeliVW WhiV mRUQiQg if I caQ fiQd Whem, Jim BUad\. The da\V Rf
cRmSeWiWiRQ dUiYiQg acWiRQ Qeed WR eQd. WheQ I heaUd TRm'V aQecdRWe \eVWeUda\ abRXW BUiW HXme
aQd PeWeU JeQQiQgV ediWiQg RQe aQRWheU'V VcUiSWV becaXVe Whe\ each came fURm VXch diffeUeQW
SRliWical SUemiVeV I fXll\ belieYe WhaW Whe ediWV made Whe VcUiSW VWURQgeU. I alVR ZRQdeU if iW didQ'W
meaQ WhaW RYeU Wime BUiW HXme felW a liWWle biW leVV WUXVWable aQd aXWheQWic WR ZhiWe cRQVeUYaWiYe
meQ aQd PeWeU JeQQiQgV didQ'W feel Whe Vame WR ZhiWe libeUalV. WheQ I heaU TRQ\ Hill'V TXeVWiRQ
abRXW Whe RWheU 98 SeUceQW aQd ZheQ I heaU NiemaQ labV JRVh BeQWRQ UemiQdiQg XV ZhaW a WiQ\
SeUceQWage Rf media cRQVXmSWiRQ QRZ accUXeV WR jRXUQaliVm.

[00:22:40] The cRQclXViRQ WhaW I dUaZ iV WhaW jRXUQaliVWic WUXWh iV badl\ lRViQg Whe aWWeQWiRQ game.
Media haV caSWXUed a laUgeU aQd laUgeU VhaUe Rf Whe SXblic'V Wime. AQd jRXUQaliVm iV caSWXUiQg
leVV aQd leVV. We Zill QRW be able WR cRmSeWe ZiWh NeWfli[ aQd IQVWagUam RQ Whe gURXQdV Rf SXUe
eQWeUWaiQmeQW. EYeQ if RXU VWRU\WelliQg iV aV iW mXVW be abVRlXWel\ WRS QRWch. We mXVW UecaSWXUe a
lRQg mRUibXQd abiliW\ WR acWiYaWe Whe SXblic'V SaVViRQ fRU iWV RZQ demRcUac\ b\ UeflecWiQg iQ



RXUVelYeV iQ maQ\ YRiceV. A ZilliQgQeVV WR bRWh VWRke aQd UeflecW WhaW SaVViRQ. If Ze dRQ'W
dRZQUighW e[ciWe Whe SXblic ZiWh RXU ZRUk. If Ze dRQ'W Well VWRUieV WhaW feel aW leaVW aV UeleYaQW aQd
WUXe aV Black MiUURU aQd alVR haYe imSacW iQ Whe Ueal ZRUld WheQ Ze Zill lRVe WR Black MiUURU. I
am heUe aQd I'm aW Whe CeQWeU fRU IQYeVWigaWiYe ReSRUWiQg becaXVe I VaZ a SRZeUfXl RSSRUWXQiW\
WR helS WR cXlWiYaWe a geQXiQe ecRV\VWem UighW QRZ VR maQ\ jRXUQaliVWic UeVRXUceV aUe gRiQg WR
UeSRUW RQ Whe laVW YaQiVhiQgl\ Vmall VcUaS Rf cRmSeWiWiYe WeUUaiQ. We'Ye gRW WhiV lRSVided ViWXaWiRQ
ZheUe hXQdUedV Rf jRXUQaliVWV aUe e\eiQg Whe WhiWe HRXVe like a haZk Zhile WhUee WhRXVaQd
cUimiQal jXVWice jXUiVdicWiRQV laQgXiVh iQ TZilighW. CaQ Ze leaUQ Whe leVVRQV Rf Whe PaQama PaSeUV
aQd ICJ RQ Whe dRmeVWic Vcale WR cRYeU a giaQW imSRVVible VWRU\ like climaWe chaQge, maVV
iQcaUceUaWiRQ aQd XQdeU SURVecXWed fiQaQcial cRUUXSWiRQ fURm a WhRXVaQd YaQWage SRiQWV? CaQ Ze
iQYeQW a media ecRV\VWem VR UeleYaQW WhaW 130% Rf AmeUicaQ hRXVehRldV Vee WhemVelYeV iQ Whe
QeZV? ThaW ZRXld be Whe beVW Rf WimeV. If WhaW'V Whe SUeVV \RX ZaQW WR bXild heUe I am. LeW'V bXild
WRgeWheU. ThaQk \RX.

[00:24:29] JD\ RRVHQ ThaQk \RX MaWW. I feel like I VhRXld be iQWeUYieZiQg \RX. SR maQ\ WhiQgV I
ZaQW WR aVk \RX bXW ZheQ I ZaV UeVeaUchiQg \RXU caUeeU iQ SUeSaUaWiRQ fRU WhiV I Ueali]ed WhaW if
WheUe iV RQe SeUVRQ iQ AmeUicaQ jRXUQaliVm ZhR caQ dR liWeUall\ eYeU\WhiQg, iW'V MaWW ThRmSVRQ.
I'm VeUiRXV. He cRXld dR SUeWW\ mXch eYeU\WhiQg. FiUVW WhiQg I ZaQW WR aVk \RX iV, Zh\ did \RX
Wake WhiV jRb?

[00:25:00] TKRPSVRQ M\ laVW SRiQW VSeakV WR WhaW VRmeZhaW. I meaQ I haYe lRYed Whe AWlaQWic
ZheUe iW ZaV befRUe C.I.R. fRU aV lRQg aV I caQ UemembeU. AQd I cRQWiQXe WR aQd I'm VWill a
cRQWUibXWiQg ediWRU WheUe aQd iW VWill dReV. We geW iW aW leQdiQg clXb eYeQWV all Whe Wime bXW I felW
like WheUe ZaV VR mXch WheUe'V VR maQ\ jRXUQaliVWV iQ DC WheUe'V VR maQ\ jRXUQaliVWV cRYeUiQg
QaWiRQal SRliWicV aQd Whe TUXmS admiQiVWUaWiRQ fURm WhaW leYel. AQd heUe'V aQ RUgaQi]aWiRQ WhaW
haV a dedicaWed QaWiRQ. TheUe aUe SUeWW\ mXch RQl\ WZR I caQ Well. Weekl\ dedicaWed SlaWfRUm fRU
iQYeVWigaWiYe UeSRUWiQg WhaW e[iVWV iQ cRmmXQiWieV 500 SXblic UadiR VWaWiRQV almRVW acURVV Whe
cRXQWU\ WhaW haV WR b\ diQW Rf haYiQg WhaW VWUaWegic aVVeW cRllabRUaWe ZiWh QeZVURRmV Rf eYeU\ Vi]e
ZiWh jRXUQaliVm'V iQ eYeU\ Slace aQd WhaW felW like aW WhiV mRmeQW iW felW Ueall\ like ZheUe I ZaQWed
WR be. OK.

[00:25:59] RRVHQ OQe Rf Whe WhiQgV I heaUd \RX Va\iQg iQ \RXU Walk iV, I cRmSleWel\ agUee ZiWh
WhiV, iV eYeU\ QeZV RUgaQi]aWiRQ haV a SRlic\ ZheWheU iW admiWV iW RU QRW ZheWheU iW kQRZV iW RU
QRW. SR ZhaW iV gRiQg WR be Whe SRliWicV Rf UeYeal ZheQ \RX aUe ediWRU iQ chief?

[00:26:18] TKRPSVRQ Well I WhiQk WhaW eYeU\ QeZVURRm'V acWiRQV aQd jXdgmeQWV aUe WhemVelYeV
SRliWical. Like Ze aUe imSlicaWed iQ Whe SRliWical V\VWem Ze aUe a SaUW Rf iW. PRliWical acWRUV WU\ WR
iQflXeQce XV aQd WU\ WR iQflXeQce Whe VWRUieV Ze cRYeU aQd ZhaW haYe \RX aQd Ze Veek
iQdeSeQdeQce fURm SRliWical acWRUV. We caQQRW, I belieYe , Veek iQdeSeQdeQce fURm Whe SXblic.
We haYe WR UeSUeVeQW Whe SXblic iQ VRme VeQVe aV I WhiQk abRXW CIA hRXUV ZRUk aQd aV I WhiQk



abRXW ZhaW iQYeVWigaWiYe UeSRUWiQg iV aQd VhRXld be RQ VRme leYel. IW'V UeSRUWiQg WhaW dReV a feZ
WhiQgV. IW mXVW be deeS eQRXgh WR helS Whe cRXQWU\ XQdeUVWaQd VRme Rf Whe d\QamicV aQd Whe
V\VWemic d\QamicV Rf SRZeU WhaW Whe cRXQWU\ iV ZRXQd XS iQ. IW mXVW be WU\iQg VWUiYiQg WR fiQd
imSRUWaQW VWRUieV abRXW hXmaQ beiQgV WhaW aUe RQ Whe ZURQg eQd Rf SRZeU aQd bUiQg WhRVe VWRUieV
fRU Whe fiUVW Wime iQWR SXblic YieZ iQ a maVWeUfXl Za\. AQd I WhiQk WhaW eWhic \RX kQRZ I WhiQk fRU
me aV a jRXUQaliVW I ZaQW WR fiQd Whe mRVW imSRUWaQW VWRUieV WhaW aUe QRW beiQg WRld aQd WheQ helS
WhRVe VWRUieV geW WRld iQ Whe mRVW SRZeUfXl Za\ SRVVible. AQd I WhiQk WR Va\ WhaW iV iQheUeQWl\
SRliWical. BXW I WhiQk iV alVR TXiWe demRcUaWicall\ a VWXdeQW UighW acURVV Whe AWlaQWic Zhich I kQRZ
YeU\ Zell fURm beiQg a VXbVcUibeU fRU a lRQg Wime aQd haYiQg beeQ meeWiQg fRU mRUe WhaQ 20
\eaUV.

[00:27:54] RRVHQ IQ m\ miQd kiQd Rf lRRkV eaVW, lRRkV WRZaUdV EXURSe. EYeQ Whe Qame The
AWlaQWic. IW'V VRUW Rf abRXW WhaW iWVelf. IW iWVelf UeYealed WR me SRiQWV iQ a YeU\ diffeUeQW diUecWiRQ:
CalifRUQia'V hXge HiVSaQic SRSXlaWiRQ. SeemV WhaW \RX'Ue gRQQa haYe WR lRRk VRXWh mRUe like WhiV
cRQfeUeQce dReV. WhaW'V RQe Rf Whe iQWeUeVWiQg WhiQgV abRXW ISOJ iV WhaW iW'V mRUe Rf a SRXWheUQ
lRRkiQg LaWiQ AmeUicaQ iQflXeQced cRQfeUeQce. SR hRZ aUe \RX WhiQkiQg abRXW Whe geRgUaSh\ Rf
\RXU UemiW aW Whe CeQWeU fRU IQYeVWigaWiYe ReSRUWiQg?

[00:28:34] TKRPSVRQ Yeah iQWeUeVWiQgl\ I WhiQk RQe Rf Whe- \RX kQRZ iW'V fXQQ\ like ZheQ I
VWaUWed meeWiQg ZiWh Whe Weam aQd WalkiQg ZiWh eYeU\bRd\ RQe RQ RQe WheUe'V WhiV Za\ WhaW fRlkV
haYe a WhiQg \RX kQRZ Ze'Ye beeQ a lRW Rf diffeUeQW WhiQgV like WheUe ZaV a mRmeQW ZheQ VeQW
CIR aUe meUged ZiWh The BaVe CiWi]eQ Zhich ZaV WhiV RXWleW WhaW cRYeUed Whe Ba\ AUea, WheUe
ZaV a mRmeQW ZheQ Ze laXQched a VSiQRff ViWe called CalifRUQia WaWch Zhich cRYeUed VWaWe leYel
SRliWicV aQd WheQ abRXW fiYe Vi[ \eaUV agR Ze laXQched ReYeal, WhiV SXblic UadiR VhRZ aQd WhRVe
diffeUeQW eUaV WR VRme Rf Whe jRXUQaliVWV aUe QRZ aW CIR fURm each Rf WhRVe diffeUeQW eUaV aQd
ZhaW iW meaQV iV WhaW Ze haYe kiQd Rf bXilW iQ iQVWiQcWXal YalXe fRU aQ e[SeUWiVe iQ dRiQg ciW\ leYel
VWaWe leYel QaWiRQal leYel cRYeUage. AQd ZheQ \RX dig back iQWR Whe deeS hiVWRU\ Rf Whe
RUgaQi]aWiRQ \RX fiQd iQYeVWigaWiRQV like WhiV iQYeVWigaWiRQ called Whe bRRmeUaQg chemical. IW ZaV
like Whe VecRQd, Whe VecRQd VWRU\. I WhiQk iW'V like a big VWRU\ WhaW came RXW Rf Whe ceQWeU. AQd iW
ZaV abRXW Whe facW WhaW Whe EPA aQd Whe FDA had beeQ VigQiQg Rff RQ ZheWheU Whe\ had
SURhibiWed WheVe chemicalV fURm XVe RQ AmeUicaQ faUmV aQd AmeUicaQ SURdXce. BXW WheQ WhRVe
chemicalV ZeUe geWWiQg e[SRUWed WR RWheU cRXQWUieV ZheUe SURdXce ZaV beiQg gURZQ fRU Whem WR
SRiVRQ WhRVe faUmV aQd WR SRiVRQ VRme Rf Whe familieV WhaW WeQded Whem. AQd WheQ Whe SURdXce
ZRXld geW UeaSSRiQWed WR Whe hRXVe Zhich iV Zh\ Whe\ called iW Whe bRRmeUaQg chemical. IW ZRXld
be like Whe chemicalV ZeUe baQQed heUe bXW Whe\'d cRme back WhURXgh WhiV back dRRU. AQd I WhiQk
Whe Za\V iQ Zhich WheVe diffeUeQW leYelV Rf cRYeUage aUe acWXall\ deeSl\ iQWeUcRQQecWed iV aQ
imSRUWaQW fUameZRUk fRU all Rf XV aV jRXUQaliVWV WR bUiQg WR Whe Za\ WhaW Ze VcRSe aQd VhaSe
VWRUieV QR maWWeU ZhaW leYel Ze'Ue ZRUkiQg aW. WheQ I ZaV aW Whe SWaU TUibXQe Ze did a ZRQdeUfXl
VWRU\ called The MRQe\ PiSeliQe fURm TijXaQa Zhich ZaV abRXW Whe facW WhaW if \RX ZeQW aW Whe
Wime \RX ZeQW WR Me[icR \RX ZRXld Vee caUV dUiYiQg aURXQd ZiWh MiQQeVRWa liceQVe SlaWeV RQ



Whem becaXVe Rf Whe iQWeUcRQQecWiRQV beWZeeQ Whe WZR SlaceV. We aUe glRball\ mRUe
iQWeUcRQQecWed aQd cRQWiQXRXVl\ mRUe iQWeUcRQQecWed WhaQ Ze eYeU haYe beeQ befRUe aQd I WhiQk
SaUW Rf Whe d\Qamic Rf XQdeUcRYeU XQcRYeUiQg Whe deeS V\VWemic SaWWeUQV WhaW XQdeUlie Zh\ Ze
haYe gRWWeQ WR ZheUe Ze aUe aQd hRZ Ze XQZiQd Whe WhiQgV WhaW aUe mRVW haUmfXl WR Whe SXblic iV
UecRgQi]iQg WhaW I Ueall\ liked iQ \RXU Walk heUe \RXU \RXU cRQfeVViRQ WhaW.

[00:31:31] RRVHQ YRX VaZ Whe fXWXUe Rf QeZV aV VRUW Rf a SlaWfRUm RU WechQRlRg\ VWRU\ bXW Ueall\
Ze VhRXld haYe beeQ WhiQkiQg Rf iW aV a SRliWical VWRU\. AQd I ZaQW WR aVk \RX WR e[SaQd RQ WhaW a
liWWle biW iQ WhiV cRQWe[W aQd hRSe \RX caQ make WhaW cRQQecWiRQ. MaUW\ BaURQ aV \RX ma\ kQRZ
haV WUied WR VXm XS hiV aWWiWXde WRZaUdV Whe cXUUeQW SRliWical cUiViV b\ Va\iQg Ze'Ue QRW aW ZaU
Ze'Ue aW ZRUk. WhaW dR \RX WhiQk Rf WhaW aWWiWXde?

[00:32:06] TKRPSVRQ I meaQ I defiQiWel\ WhiQk WhaW iW'V a gRRd VWURQg VeQWimeQW aQd faU be iW
fURm me WR TXeVWiRQ MaUW\ BaURQ. I WhiQk WhaW Ze'Ue iQ a diffeUeQW VRUW Rf cRQflicW WhaQ iV W\Sicall\
cRQVWUXed aQd WhiV iV ZheUe Whe WechQRlRgical VSheUe Ueall\ dReV cRme iQWR iW. I geQXiQel\ dR
WhiQk WhaW cRQflicW fRU aWWeQWiRQ, Whe baWWle fRU aWWeQWiRQ, iV hXgel\ imSRUWaQW ZheQ I Va\ WhaW
jRXUQaliVm aQd WUXWh aUe lRViQg Whe aWWeQWiRQ game RQ behalf Rf demRcUac\. We aUe iQ a ZaU.
AbVRlXWel\. I WhiQk Ze aUe fighWiQg fRU eYeU\ VcUaS Rf Whe SXblic'V aWWeQWiRQ. We'Ue fighWiQg. I hRSe
WR deVeUYe eYeU\ VcUaS Rf Whe SXblic'V aWWeQWiRQ WhaW Ze caQ. I dRQ'W WhiQk iW iV aQ aVWRQiVhiQg
SaWWeUQ WhaW mRUe aQd mRUe Wime aQd aWWeQWiRQ haV accUXed WR Whe media aQd leVV aQd leVV Wime
aQd aWWeQWiRQ iV accUXiQg WR jRXUQaliVm. IW iV WhRVe WZR WhiQgV WhaW VigQal WhaW Ze aUe RQ Whe lRViQg
eQd Rf a ZaU. YRX kQRZ fUamiQg iW aV a ZaU like miliWaUiVWic meWaShRU geWV XV RQl\ VR faU. I WhiQk I
cRmSleWel\ admiUe VRme Rf Whe immeQVe faQWaVWic VWRU\WelliQg WhaW WhiV eUa Rf high fideliW\ LX[
beaXWifXl media haV giYeQ XV. AQd I WhiQk iW'V imSRUWaQW WhaW Ze aV VWRU\WelleUV leaUQ fURm WhaW
fURm WheiU WechQiTXeV aQd WheiU VkillV. BXW I dR WhiQk WhaW UighW QRZ Whe WUXWh iV RQ iWV heelV.

[00:33:36] RRVHQ Yeah. OQe mRUe TXeVWiRQ WheQ Ze'll WRVV WR Whe cXbe. AQRWheU Ueall\ cRRl WhiQg
abRXW WhiV cRQfeUeQce iV WhaW iW bUiQgV WRgeWheU academicV aQd jRXUQaliVWV iQ RQe cRmmXQiW\. AQd
I'd lRYe WR kQRZ fURm \RX iQ \RXU QeZ URle aV ediWRU iQ chief aW CIR. WhaW kiQd Rf UeVeaUch aQd
ZRUk fURm academicV ZRXld helS \RX dR \RXU jRb? JRXUQaliVm SURfeVVRUV haYe a lRW Rf laWiWXde
RYeU ZhaW kiQd Rf UeVeaUch Whe\ cRQdXcW. If Whe\ ZeUe gRiQg WR cRQdXcW UeVeaUch WhaW ZRXld helS
\RX dR a beWWeU jRb aQd helS Whe SUeVV UiVe WR Whe mRmeQW, ZhaW kiQd Rf ZRUk ZRXld WhaW be?

[00:34:20] TKRPSVRQ I meaQ VR maQ\ WhiQgV I WhiQk fURm jXVW \RX kQRZ VeQdiQg gUeaW
jRXUQaliVWV, gUeaW QeZ \RXQg  jRXUQaliVWV RXU Za\. SR RQe Rf Whe WhiQgV Whe CIR haV dRQe UeceQWl\
ZaV cRQYeQe ZiWh ZiWh a feZ VchRlaUV VRmeWhiQg called Whe miQd WR miQd cRQfeUeQce WR helS
cRQQecW RXU UeSRUWeUV ZiWh VchRlaUV iQ diffeUeQW dRmaiQV WR haYe kiQd Rf a mXWXall\ UeiQfRUciQg
flRZ Rf iQfRUmaWiRQ beWZeeQ Whe WZR. AQd WhaW ZaV WhaW ZaV Ueall\ RQe Rf RXU daWa jRXUQaliVWV aQd
did dUaZ RQ Whe daWa Weam WR lead WhiV effRUW aQd WhaW ZaV Ueall\ fUXiWfXl. I YalXe a lRW Rf Wime bXW I
meaQ Whe facW WhaW \RX caQ haYe a YaQWage SRiQW WhaW iV QRW like cUXVhed b\ da\ WR da\ 24 hRXU



imSeUaWiYeV meaQV WhaW \RX caQ VRUW Rf like dUaZ Whe VcRSe ZideU. TheUe aUe alVR VRUW Rf VchRlaUl\
WechQiTXeV WhaW I WhiQk aUe Ueall\ XVefXl eYeQ iQ XQdeUVWaQdiQg Whe SXblic. I meaQ a SRiQW WhaW \RX
haYe made Wime aQd Wime agaiQ iV WhaW geWWiQg a Ueal haQdle RQ Whe iQWeUeVWV Rf Whe YaUiRXV SXblic
SRlicieV WhaW aUe RXW WheUe iV a challeQgiQg acW iW WakeV a lRW Rf Wime aQd iQYeVWmeQW aQd iW WakeV a
lRW Rf WRRlV fURm eWhQRgUaSh\ WR aQWhURSRlRg\ WR SRlliQg WR Ueall\ geW a geQXiQel\ We[WXUed SicWXUe
Rf ZhaW dReV Whe SXblic mRVW WUXl\ caUe abRXW Qeed. DR VRme Rf WhaW iQ RXU UeSRUWiQg bXW iW VhRXld
be cRQQecWed I WhiQk WR a deeSeU SicWXUe aQd RQe WhaW I WhiQk RXU VchRlaUV aUe mRVW eTXiSSed WR
SURYide.

[00:35:58] RRVHQ HRZ aUe Ze dRiQg? WhR haV a TXeVWiRQ fRU- Vee RQe UighW heUe.

[00:36:07] TKRPSVRQ Oh maQ!

[00:36:11] RRVHQ IV WhaW WheiU fiUVW failXUe Rf Whe caWch bR[ WhaW'V haSSeQed?

[00:36:14] AXGLHQFH MHPEHU ThaQk \RX PaWUick BXWleU ZiWh Whe IQWeUQaWiRQal CeQWeU fRU
JRXUQaliVWV. AQd MaWW I'm gRQQa VWaUW calliQg \RX Whe MeU\l SWUeeS Rf jRXUQaliVm becaXVe \RXU
acceQWV aUe VR VSRW RQ. M\ TXeVWiRQ iV I ZRXld lRYe WR heaU \RX UeflecW a liWWle biW RQ VRmeWhiQg
WhaW came XS a lRW \eVWeUda\ iQ WeUmV Rf lRViQg cRQVeUYaWiYe YRWeUV RU UeadeUV SRWeQWial aXdieQce
becaXVe Ze Whe\ SeUceiYe XV aV WakiQg a Vide aQd \RX'Ye Walked abRXW \RX kQRZ CIR, if \RX haYe
a SRliWical YieZ iW'V gRiQg WR be UeSUeVeQWiQg WhRVe ZhR dRQ'W haYe a YRice iQ aQd cRmmXQiWieV
WhaW aUe QRW cRYeUed YeU\ Zell ZheQ Ze cRYeU Va\ \RX kQRZ immigUaQWV fURm CeQWUal AmeUica RU
Middle EaVW RU Ze cRYeU LGBT cRmmXQiWieV aQd WhiQgV like WhaW Ze Zill be SeUceiYed aV haYiQg
a biaV. DR \RX ZRUU\ aW all abRXW lRViQg WhRVe SeRSle?

[00:37:10] TKRPSVRQ I ZRUU\ abRXW haYiQg aQ ecRV\VWem WhaW caQQRW VSeak WR all Rf RXU ciWi]eQV
ZiWh facWV. I caUe aV mXch abRXW WheUe beiQg a healWh\ media ecRV\VWem fRU fRlkV ZhR cRme fURm
cRQVeUYaWiYe SRliWical SUemiVeV aV aQ\ aV aQ\ SRlic\ WhaW e[iVWV. I ZaQW WhaW cRQVWiWXeQc\ WR Vee
WhemVelYeV UeflecWed iQ Whe media aQd WR haYe jRXUQaliVm WhaW cRmeV fURm Whe Vame YalXeV Rf
faiUQeVV aQd accXUac\, imSaUWialiW\ WUaQVSaUeQc\ hRQeVW\ iQdeSeQdeQce cRmSleWeQeVV
accRXQWabiliW\ UeVSecW aQd e[celleQce WhaW I bUiQg WR RXU ZRUk. AQd I WhiQk iW Zill UeTXiUe a Ueall\
healWh\ ecRV\VWem Zhich iV QRW ZhaW I WhiQk Ze cXUUeQWl\ haYe. AQd I dRQ'W WhiQk WhaW I dRQ'W
WhiQk WhaW geQXiQel\ VSeakiQg WR RU fRU WhaW SRlic\ meaQV WhaW. IW Zill iQheUeQWl\ SXVh WhRVe
RXWleWV aZa\ fURm. FURm VWRUieV WhaW Whe ZhRle QaWiRQ VhRXld Sa\ aWWeQWiRQ WR. YRX kQRZ iW'V
fXQQ\. AQd \RX kQRZ WhiV cRmeV iQ SaUW fURm haYiQg famil\ iQ VRXWheaVWeUQ MiQQeVRWa WhaW aUe
\RX kQRZ mXlWi geQeUaWiRQ JRhQ DeeUe familieV. AQd fURm beiQg ZUiWWeQ haYiQg aWWeQded aQ
eYaQgelical ChUiVWiaQ VchRRl fRU mRVW Rf m\ XSbUiQgiQg. BXW \RX kQRZ I VSRke WR a VRUW Rf deeS
Ued MiQQeVRWa YRWeU I kQRZ a feZ a feZ ZeekV back abRXW immigUaWiRQ I ZaV ZUeVWliQg ZiWh WhiV
RU VRUU\ abRXW WhiV TXeVWiRQ I ZaV ZUeVWliQg ZiWh WhiV TXeVWiRQ, hRZ dReV a QaWiRQ WhaW'V aVhamed
Rf iWV leadeUV WhiQk XQiYeUVall\? If \RX Zalk aURXQd Whe cRXQWU\ iW ZaV iQ Whe middle Rf a



gRYeUQmeQW VhXWdRZQ aQd iW'V like eYeU\bRd\'V aVhamed Rf Whe QaWiRQ'V leadeUVhiS. AQd VR hRZ
dReV a QaWiRQ WhaW'V aVhamed Rf iWV leadeUV fiQd SUide iQ iWVelf? AQd he VaW iQ Whe back fRU a
VecRQd. He Vaid Zell \RX kQRZ \RX WhiQk iW'V immigUaWiRQ. I WhiQk iW'V affecWed VR maQ\ SeRSle
ZheQ iW cRmeV WR Whe cRXQWU\ aQd RbYiRXVl\ mXVW be dRiQg VRmeWhiQg UighW fRU VR maQ\ SeRSle
ZhR ZaQW WR jRiQ XV heUe. AQd I Vaid WhaW'V Ueall\ iQWeUeVWiQg becaXVe iW ZaVQ'W aQ aQVZeU WhaW I
ZRXld haYe e[SecWed aQd iW Vaid \RX kQRZ ZhaW \RX dR aQd ZhaW \RX WhiQk abRXW. He'V a \RX
kQRZ he elabRUaWe RQ a SRiQW. He Vaid \RX kQRZ I feel like Whe WhiQg iV \RX jXVW gRWWa UeVSecW Whe
SURceVV. AQd \RX kQRZ WheUe aUe a lRW Rf fRlkV, Whe\'Ue jXVW WU\iQg WR cRme RYeU aQ\ Zill\ Qill\.
M\ UelaWiYeV came RYeU heUe fURm GeUmaQ\ aQd \RX'Ye gRW WR make VXUe WhaW \RX'Ue fRllRZiQg
Whe UXleV aQd WhaW Whe T'V aQd ZaiWiQg iQ liQe. AQd I Vaid WhaW'V Ueall\ iQWeUeVWiQg aQd iW'V a Ueall\
XQe[SecWed SRiQW. I did QRW e[SecW him WR Va\ WhaW immigUaWiRQ iV AmeUica'V beacRQ WR Whe ZRUld.
WhaW dR \RX haYe WR Va\ abRXW Whe aUgXmeQW fURm maQ\ immigUaWiRQ acWiYiVWV aW WhiV mRmeQW
WhaW b\ mRYiQg Whe SRUWV Rf eQWU\ fURm Whe bRUdeUV WR bUidgeV WhaW iW haV aQd b\ effecWiYel\
cUeaWiQg WheVe VWaWic YieZV WhaW WhaW beacRQ iV effecWiYel\ beiQg VhXW Rff aQd Ze had a Ueall\ gRRd
aQd iQWeUeVWiQg cRQYeUVaWiRQ abRXW iW. AQd I WhiQk WhaW WhRVe cRQYeUVaWiRQV aUe VWill SRVVible. AQd
I WhiQk haYiQg QRW RQe YRice bXW maQ\ Zill Ueall\ helS make WhRVe cRQYeUVaWiRQV beWWeU.

[00:40:35] RRVHQ We Wake aQRWheU RQe. OQe laVW RQe. OQe mRUe TXeVWiRQ. WhR haV aQ\ YicWim
fRU WhiV? HeUe.

[00:40:46] AXGLHQFH MHPEHU ThiV iV QRW SURSRVed VSecificall\ RQ Whe WRSic bXW WZR YeU\ VmaUW
jRXUQaliVWV. IV JXliaQ AVVaQge a jRXUQaliVW?

[00:40:52] RRVHQ YRX'Ue gRiQg WR haYe WR haQdle WhaW RQe.

[00:40:55] RRVHQWDO AOYHV 30 VecRQdV WR UeVSRQd.

[00:41:00] TKRPSVRQ I gXeVV I ZRXld jXVW SUiQW Whe TXeVWiRQ back aW \RX. I meaQ WhiV TXeVWiRQ
haV cRme XS iQ RXU iQdXVWU\ iQ m\ Wime iQ Whe iQdXVWU\ RQe Rf Whe biggeVW TXeVWiRQV WhaW came XS
iV aUe daWa jRXUQaliVWV jRXUQaliVWV. We'Ye beeQ aVkiQg a lRW Rf blRggeUV aQd jRXUQaliVWV aQRWheU
TXeVWiRQ WhaW came XS a lRW. We aVked WhaW TXeVWiRQ aURXQd Whe bRXQdV Rf like ZhR iV aQd iVQ'W a
jRXUQaliVW VR RfWeQ aQd I ZaQW WR aVk mRUe like ZhaW iV jRXUQaliVm aQd ZhaW dReV iW imSl\. WhaW
dReV jRXUQaliVm dR WhaW'V dRQe b\ diffeUeQW SeRSle? If Ze caQ agUee RQ ZhaW jRXUQaliVm iV WheQ
ZhaW dReV iW imSl\ ZheQ diffeUeQW SeRSle dR iW. HRZ dR Ze kQRZ ZhaW WhaW imSlieV fRU m\ ZRUk
aQd ZhaW dReV iW imSl\ fRU RXU iQdXVWU\ aQd SURfeVViRQ?

[00:41:49] RRVHQ I ZaQW WR clRVe ZiWh VRmeWhiQg WhaW \RX WaXghW me jXVW QRZ. MaWW \RX Vaid
eaUlieU WhaW \RX caQ QeYeU be iQdeSeQdeQW fURm Whe SXblic. Which I WhRXghW ZaV Ueall\. BUilliaQW
VWaWemeQW. AQd iW WaXghW me WhaW WhiV haV beeQ Whe SURblem ZiWh SURfeVViRQali]aWiRQ Rf Whe SUeVV
iQ Whe UQiWed SWaWeV aV iW eYeQWXall\ begaQ WR Weach SeRSle WhaW Whe\ cRXld be iQdeSeQdeQW fURm



Whe SXblic. AQd I WhiQk WhaW'V UeVSRQVible fRU a lRW Rf Whe SURblemV WhaW \RX. ThaW \RX liW XSRQ iQ
WhiV Walk. I hRSe \RX eQjR\ed WhiV eSiVRde Rf FaUgR.

[00:42:29] TKRPSVRQ (LaXghWeU) ASRlRgieV. FRU all Whe MiQQeVRWaQV fRU m\ aZfXl acceQW.
miQXWeV. ThaQk \RX Ja\. ThaQk \RX agaiQ.


